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LITTLE STEP AHEAD EACH 10.000 YEARS IS ABOUT ALL THE WORLD CAN STAND

or beer ad-
bave

decided (9o Tenew me whi
ng comiracls sitéy emsling comiracis
beem Tulfifled, and to acorpl Do new contracta en

¥

stta cians of ‘buzisess, the EI Pane Herald jn omnly con-
formming 1o what 5' believes to be the dominan! se

r in r southwest, and the deminant et
ol Wl readess  This conclosion has beem reached

siion of request from ootside the office.

Le.1 ok we remember, anly vt person hix ever sag-
geated Herald might better represent prevall-
gl if it shoull bar lygoor advertising; that"
ot peratm iz & radical prohibitiomist, and The Herald
= mow, 3ud always bhas Leen, appored, for a variely of
teason: It considers good, to state prokibition either by
s-alale or constitntional amendment. Bot The Herald

annel blind itsell to the fact thet, at any rale omtmide
of the gty of Kl Paso it=ell, ils entire crculstion lerzi-
tary is etrongly imbued witk amtl-lignor sentiment
This applies to west Texspe Arisoms, New Mexico, 2nd
tven Mexico [t we are to belicve the pl.lb!i_hed senii-
menty of many of the leaders, who recogmize [he ewi
inlleences of excessive drinking)

Witile the El Paso Herzld cannol support soy state-
wile prohibition movemeatl, and while The Herald does
el distountenance 2 moderate ane of alcobolic beverages
moder proper safeguasds and regulations, designed to
canserve Lealth, public order, and public amd private
morals, mzvertheless The Hersld cannot fail to semse
the tremendous-signliicance of the movement that is
fant spresding over the whole worid, incinding our own
sation, looking towapd a marked reduction in the com-
sumplion of aleohelic beverages by ihe people.

While The Herald canoot sabsxide to many of the
docirines of the militant prohibitionists, The Herald
does not care fo place itsel in the position of seeming

1o promote the use of intoxicanmis. The Herald has
alweys sivod for temperance and ressom im all things,
and it does med Iock spon lgomor as the sele curse of
the race, or as the cause of all evil in the world. It
daes not regard total abstinence as necessary for per-
sons of asy stamina, and it has not beea comvinced
that all wee of aicobol is zhsolutely harminl There
are so many diiferemces of opimion o this point amoog
recognized experts, and there are so many other kinds
of intemperance that have not been blackiinted, that
bave not even been frowned upon, and that seem to
ur Lo be almost or quite az harmiul 1o the worid™s
welfare as Iatemperance in the wse of liquer, that
The Herdld has refused to be stampeded by growisg
geokibition sentiment, and has declined o give the
anti-liguor crusade the dominant place in & general
program af human betterment. Ina word, The Herald is
mclined {o look upon intemperate use of liguor as more
often the effect than the cause of social wrongs.

Furthermare, The Herald looks upon state prohibi-
tion sentiment as st least wromgly timad, in that »o
many forces, notably those of genersl education and
general improvement in conditions of commueity lviag
ard public health and labor, sre working “from be-
low" to improve & situation admittedls evil, that
it sesms unnecessary to create a hostility to a rea-
senable program of BDéjlerment by invoking foree where
persunson and roason are busily at work ia the right
direction.

Many tetal abataimers are anti-probibitionista, and
very many moderate users of HNquor are anti-prohibi-
tionists, but few except the worst elements in a com-
manity are opposed to reasonable reguiation and re-
striction.

The liquor interests themselves, from the producers
te the last distbutors, are responsible for having made
the liguor question so laryely a political question, in
stead of a social, sthical, and moral question which it
pormally ix, and which it onght to remain. The liguor

interesis = not Jet il remain a social question;
they have thrumt it isto politics, and in politics it is
likely to sizy for a long time to come. Intemperance
of zay kind is wrong, but il should be clasced 23 2
erimme or a misiemeanor only whem it irespasses on
athers' rights or against public order. The trouble is,
the liguar interesis (excepting a mineriy), in this
country at lesst, seem io have been unable to refrain
from oonumitting frespasz against olkers' rights and
sgainst poblic order. The consequences ate mot hard
to {oresse.

Even when national prokibitiom, through action by
the stater individually o by \ray of amending the
constitution te be followed by the enacting of a na-
tional statute, shall have becoms a fact—which it in-
evitably will beccme al no very distant day—it oeed
nal be thought by any one that “the devil is dead”
or that the milleanium has come. There will be almost
as manmy wrongs (o fight as befare, and thers will
be almost a3 much intemperance as befors, though of
a semewhat differest type. The Herald cannot assame,
as 36 mapy of the radical prohibitionisis do assume, that
the total absiminer is hecessarily & better man oF &
botler citivon than the modezate drioker, or that all
wisdom and virtue die with taking a drink of ap
alcobolic beverage Bui, on the other hand, The
Herald does not regard the use of alecholic liquor an
a beverage as in any stase a peceszity in the world,
or of itself beneficlal Lo any individual

That even moderate indulgence in alcehol is bad for
some persons; that youoth is easily corrupted by the
use of alcobol; thal many persouns find thomselves un-
able to be temperate in its use and ought to be pro-
tected from themselves; and that pelifical dmuimation
by Liguor interests or amy other special intercsts is im-
tolerible xnd in properly resented by the public; are
propositioan hardly admitting of any comtest.

of distilled and fermentied liguors containing above a
cevtain percentage of alcobol were prohibited, and such
probibition enforced, The Herald does not believe. On
the comtrary, there would be an ocomomic gaia, through
the turning of expenditeres and investmests mte more
profitatile chanmeix

That satienal prohibitien in some form s com:umg
withio this gemeration, may be regarded as certain

That stats prohidition ia the absence of mational
prohibition can accomplish what its ardent advocates
claim for it, The Herald cansmot persuade irseli, The
Herald is opposed fo state prokibiticm even more as 2
matter of policy tham wpen prmciple. It holds, for the
present at least, to local option with strier regulation
and rigid enforcement of restrictive law, a3 the morz
practical way to combat the evils that the liquor i=-
teresis Lhemaelves bave made inseparabie from the
liguor tiaific,

The traffic has been made by the lquor interests
a political and public question. The muatter of personal
indulgence i rather a social, ethical, and mgral ques
tion, and this phase of the queéstion in one form
znother, wonld have to be Tooght ever if there were
0 political question; and it will remein to be fought
over even after the political question is disposed of.
An intemperate man or woman will be intemperate in
some way or ways, pessibly just as harmful ways, even
if there be no aleokolic lguer in sight to feed intem-
perance. Other forms of {mtemperate mdulgeace will
be found and utilized, and it is folly to imagine that
the world iz to be made over in & day or & gesecation
through any otne madical expedient.

That it i= no part of the duty of & daily newspaper
te promote the use of alcoBolic beverages, The Herald
is convinced; and it is in vespomse to what it conceiven
to be a public wish, though hitherto unexpressed, that
The Herald declines to be a party to such promotion,

(BY H. D. 5.)
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